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[57] ABSTRACT 

A golf club for putting comprising a variably configura- 
ble head which includes a carrier body having a de- 
mountably attached striker insert assembly. The striker 
insert assembly is formed with a cavity for containing 
removable weights and may be attached in various 
ways to the carrier body to change the loft and/or 
convert the club from right hand to left hand. 

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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configuration. Also, the striker insert assemly can be 

GOLF PUTTER inverted relative to the carrier body so that a given loft 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION provided on the impact face of the striker insert assem- 
bly can be reversed. 

1. Field of the Invention 5 Further, with the striker insert assembly being de- 
This invention relates to golf clubs and more particu- m0U ntably attached to the carrier body, various designs 

Iarly to a golf putter having a variably configurable of stri ker assemblies may be carried by the golfer and 

o ' , . ^ . attached thereto to suit his preferences. For example, a 

2. Description of the Prior Art striker huM 9naMy of a re i at ively standard configu- 
As is well known to golfing enthusiasts, golfing 10 rati may be easily replaced by the golfer with an-' 

equipment manufacturers and others interested in the Qther cojg^ 

tempts to master the skill. Among other co Jobations, of a ^ ven loft may be replaced with one 
such as the ability to read a green, development of the 15 ha ™ g \* flfer ?? t l ° ft ' , A 

senses and timing required for aimin g, gaging distances golf P utter of P resent mvent "> n will be 

and stroking the ball, selection of a putter which feels ^"J 0 P T ™ d * golfer with a putter that he can 

right to the golfer is a very important factor. In attempt- modlfy t0 sult ™ s Phonal preferences, and which sub- 

ing to obtain a putter having the right feel, a golfer may stantiaUy reduces the variety of putter styles and config- 

try several styles of putters before deciding which one 20 ™ &ti ons that must be manufactured and displayed for 

feels right to him, and oftentimes will change putters purchaser consideration. 

when one he has been using, maybe for years, no longer Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
feels right, or when he is attempting to correct problems t0 provide a new and improved golf club for putting, 
which have developed in his putting. Another object of the present invention is to provide 
In some instances, golfers have been known to 25 a new and improved golf putter having a variably con- 
change putters in accordance with the condition of the figurable head. 

green, for example, on a wet green he will use a heavier Another object of the present invention is to provide 
putter than he would on a dry green. a new and improved golf putter having a variably con- 
To the best of my knowledge, all prior art putters figurable head to allow a golfer to modify the putter to 
employ a head which is cast or otherwise formed as a 30 suit his personal preferences or to suit the conditions of 
solid one-piece structure which leaves little or no possi- the putting green. 

bility for a golfer to modify the head to suit himself. Another object of the present invention is to provide 

Thus, if a golfer wants to change his putter, for what- a new and improved putter having a variably configura- 

ever reason, he must search through the tremendous ble head which is easily disassembled to provide access 

number of commerciaDy available putters until he finds 35 to an internal cavity for the addition or removal of 

one that suits, or most nearly suits, his requirements. weights therefrom. 

For the above reasons, golf equipment manufacturers Another object of the present invention is to provide 
provide a tremendous variety of putter styles, and many a new and improved golf putter having a variably con- 
golfers own more than one. In addition to being expen- figurable head which includes a carrier body and a 
sive, from a manufacturing standpoint, and confusing as 40 demountably attached striker insert assembly, 
well as expensive from the user's standpoint, this condi- Another object of the present invention is to provide 
non creates proMems for the retell supplier in that he a new ^ ^ J roved £ ^ a variaW ££££ 

£™ ble hea * which includes a carrier body L STa 

if he hopes to do a reasonable business in that area. * *i . , ; « , , " 

The magnitude of the above described p^le^will 45 tXZf^L " dem °^f bly att f hed 

be easily understood upon consideration of the fact that ™lr l T£ n 1 Z^aT °¥ *° " * 

many currently available putter styles must be fabri- ns * 01 ™ ^guration. 

cated and supplied in both right and left hand configura- StU l another obj ?* of ^ present mventlon ,s to 

ti ons . provide a new and improved putter having a variably 

Therefore, the need exists for a new and improved 50 ^STO* 16 head which includes a carrier body to 

golf putter having a variably configurable head which wmch a striker uiscrt Msem Wy may be demountably 

overcomes some of the problems of the prior art. attached in either an upright or inverted position so as 

to reverse the loft of the impact face of the insert assem- 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION bly. 

In accordance with the present invention, a new and 55 Yet mother object of the present invention is to pro- 
improved golf putter having a variably configurable vide a new ^ improved putter having a variably con- 
head is disclosed as including a carrier body to which a figured head which includes a standard carrier body 
striker insert assembly is demountably attached. that is adapted to receive any of a plurality of different 

The striker insert assembly is provided with a cavity st yles of striker insert assemblies, 

formed therein for containing removable weights so 60 The foregoing and other objects of the present in veri- 

that the golfer can easily alter the weight of his putter to tion, as well as the invention itself, may be more fully 

suit his personal preference or to suit the present play- understood from the following description when read in 

ing conditions of the putting green. conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

The carrier body and the striker insert assembly are „„ 

both especially configured so that the insert assembly 65 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
can be mounted so as to face in either of the opposite FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the golf club for put- 
directions relative to the carrier body, thus allowing the ting of the present invention which illustrates the vari- 
putter to be changed from a right, hand to a left hand ous features thereof. 
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FIG. 2 is an enlarged isometric exploded view of the 
variably configurable head for the golf putter of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the line 
3— 3 of FIG. 1. 5 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4 — 4 of 
FIG. 3. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT J0 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, FIG. 1 
illustrates the golf putter of the present invention which 
is indicated generally by the reference numeral 10. The 
putter 10 is seen to include the usual shaft 11 and grip 12 
which are attached to the hosel 13 of the variably con- 15 
figurable head 14. 

As seen best in FIG. 2, the variably configurable head 
14 includes a carrier body 16, a striker insert 18, and a 
retainer plate 20, with the striker insert 18 and the re- 
tainer plate 20 forming a striker insert assembly which is 20 
demountably attached to the carrier body 16 as will 
hereinafter be described in detail. 

The carrier body 16 is formed with an upper wall 22, 
a lower or sole wall 23, a toe wall 24 and a heel wall 25 2J 
which define a first planar surface 26 and a spaced par- 
allel second planar surface 28. A central opening or 
passage 30 of elongated generally rectangular configu- 
ration and of uniform cross section is formed through 
the body 16 so as to extend between and form identi- 3Q 
cally configured openings in the first and second planar 
surfaces 26 and 28, with the walls 22, 23, 24, and 25 
forming an endless perimeter around the opening. The 
central opening 30 formed in the carrier body 16 is 
provided with a spaced pair of uprights 32 and 34 35 
formed therein so as to extend between the upper and 
sole walls 22 and 23, respectively, the uprights serving 
to structurally strengthen the carrier body 16 and, as 
will be described, act as stops for proper mounting of 
the striker insert assembly to the carrier body 16. 40 

As is customary in the golf club art, the hosel 13 is 
integral with the carrier body 16 and extends angularly, 
rearwardly and upwardly from the upper wall 22 of the 
carrier body at a suitable angle and is adapted for affixa- 
tion of the shaft 11 thereto in accordance with tech- 45 
niques well known in the art. 

The carrier body 16 and integral hosel 13 may be 
fabricated of any suitable material and in accordance 
with well known techniques. However, it is preferred 
that synthetic materials of the type which have become 50 
known as plastics be used due to the ease of fabrication, 
light weight, and other desirable characteristics of spe- 
cific forms of such material. A particular material 
which has been found to be ideally suited for this pur- 
pose is marketed under the trademark, Lexan by the 55 
General Electric Co. As is known, Lexan is a light 
weight extremely tough material having good dimen- 
sional stability and which lends itself well to the injec- 
tion molding technique employed in fabrication of the 
carrier body 16 and hosel 13. 60 

The striker insert 18 is formed of suitable metal such 
as brass, stainless steel, and the like, and may be fabri- 
cated by machining standard stock to the proper config- 
uration or by any other commonly employed technique 
such as casting. The striker insert 18 is of generally 65 
rectangular configuration, which is sized as to length 
and width to fit within the central opening 30 formed in . 
the carrier body 16, as will hereinafter be described in 
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detail, and has an elongated impact face 36 formed on 
one side thereof with an opposite surface 38. 

The impact face 36 of the striker insert 18 may be 
formed with a loft 40 thereon which as best seen in FIG. 
4, is the angular deviation from vertical orientation of 
the impact face 36. Generally speaking, most golf clubs 
are provided with a loft and the normal loft of a putter 
is approximately 2*. However, it will be understood that 
the striker insert 18 can be fabricated with any desired 
loft and in fact, can be formed with no loft. 

The opposite surface 38 of the striker insert 18 is 
formed with a central cavity 42 therein for receiving 
removable weights 44, as will hereinafter be described, 
and is provided with a pair of slots 46 and 48 which are 
each located adjacent a different side of the central 
cavity 42. Further, a pair of threaded bores 49 and 50 
are each formed adjacent a different one of the opposite 
ends of the striker insert 18. The central cavity 42, the 
slots 46 and 48, and the threaded bores 49 and 50, are 
formed so as to extend inwardly into the striker insert 18 
from the opposite surface 38 toward the impact face 36, 
and the cavity 32 and slots 46 and 48 are open at their 
opposite ends. The slots 46 and 48 are positioned in the 
striker insert 18 so as to align with and receive the 
spaced pair of uprights 32 and 34 provided in the central 
opening 30 of the carrier body 16 when the striker insert 
18 is installed therein. 

As hereinbefore mentioned, the retainer plate 20 also 
forms part of the striker insert assembly and is shown as 
a generally rectangular flat plate which is sized to fit 
into the central opening 30 formed in the carrier body 
16, and thus, is substantially equal in length and width 
dimensions to the impact striker 18. The retainer plate 
20 is provided with a pair of apertures 52 and 53 each 
formed adjacent a different one of the opposite side 
edges of the plate, with those apertures positioned so as 
to align with the threaded bores 49 and 50 of the striker 
insert 18 when the plate 20 and insert 18 are installed in 
the opening 30 of the carrier body 16. 

As seen best in FIGS. 3 and 4, the striker insert assem- 
bly is demountably attached to the carrier body 16 by 
inserting the striker insert 18 into the central opening 30 
so that the uprights 32 and 34 enter into the slots 46 and 
48 and move into engagement with the bottom surfaces 
of those slots. The retainer plate 20 is then inserted into 
the central opening 30 from a direction which is oppo- 
site to the direction from which the striker insert 18 was 
installed. When the retainer plate 20 is thus installed, 
one of its planar surfaces will be in engagement with the 
surface 38 of the striker insert 18 and with the uprights 
32 and 34, and the apertures 52 and 53 of the plate 20 
will be in alignment with the threaded bores 49 and 50 
of the striker insert 18. Suitable screws 54, such as the 
flat head Allen screw shown, are employed to affix the 
plate 20 to the insert 18 which clamps the insert in strad- 
dling engagement with the uprights 32 and 34 provided 
in the opening 30 of the carrier body 16. 

It will be noted that the above described demountable 
affixing of the striker insert assembly is shown as having 
been accomplished so that the impact face 36 of the 
insert 18 is adjacent the first planar surface 26 of the 
carrier body 16, with that orientation providing a right 
hand configuration of the golf putter 10. By simply 
reversing the directions that the insert 18 and the plate 
20 are installed into the opening 30, the impact face 36 
will be located adjacent the second planar surface 38 of 
the carrier body 16 which results in a left hand configu- 
ration of the putter 10. 
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Another feature of the putter 10 is that if a golfer 
wishes, he can reverse the loft 40 of the putier by install- 
ing the striker insert 18 in inverted orientation relative 
to that shown with the results, of course, lieirig that the 
golf ball (not shown) when struck by. the putter of such 
configuration will have different ball Tolling characterr 
istics. ' ; 

As hereinbefoire mentioned; the central cavity : 42 
provided in the striker insert 18 is adapted to contain 
removable weights 44. This [ feature is provided so that a 
golfer can experiment with different swing weights 
until he arrives at a particular weight which feels right 
This same feature also allows the golfer to change the 
swing Weight of this putter to suit conditions of particu- 
lar putting surfaces. For example, a predetermined 
amount of weight can be added when the putting greens 
are wet and the added weight can be removed when the 
greens are dry. Although any desirable form of weights 
can be used, sheets or slabs of lead having a suitable 
adhesive backing (not shown) are preferred in that the 20 
adhesive will prevent the occurance of weight shifting 
and any distracting noise which could occur with loose 
weights. An alternative to adhesive backed lead 
weights would be to employ a suitable packing material 
(not shown), such as foam rubber, to prevent loose 25 
weights from moving in the cavity 42. 

Although the retainer plate 20 is shown as being flat, 
that plate could easily be replaced by other configura- 
tions of plates (not shown) to alter the appearance and 
swing characteristics of the golf putter 10. For example, 30 
the putter 10 could be easily converted into the type of 
putter sometimes referred to as a mallet head by simply 
replacing the retainer plate 20 with a plate (not shown) 
having a protruding bulge formed thereon. 

The golf putter 10 of the present invention as de- 
scribed above is provided with inherent features which 
aid a golfer in mastering the skill of putting. The first of 
these inherent features is derived from the striker insert 
18 and the retainer plate 20 protruding oppositely from 
the opening 30 beyond the first and second planar sur- 
faces 26 and 28 of the carrier body 16. Such protruding 
visually presents a pair of spaced parallel lines to the 
golfer and those lines which extend longitudinally of 
the carrier body 16 are normal to the path that a prop- 
erly struck golf ball will follow, and thus, will visually 45 
assist the golfer in lining up for a putt. The second in- 
herent feature of the putter of the present invention 
relates to aiding the golfer in keeping the putter in as flat 
a plane as possible during a putter stroke. As is well 
known, one of the desirable skills needed in putting is to 50 
swing the putter in a flat plane which is parallel to the 
ground or in the absence of such a flat swing, the golfer 
should make sure that the bottom of an arcuate or pen- 
dulous swing is reached simultaneously with making 
contact with the ball. If a flat swing or a properly timed 55 
arcuate swing is not achieved, hopping and other unde- 
sirable ball roll characteristics can result. The putter 10 
helps in this regard due to the protruding impact surface 
36 of the insert 18 and due to the insert being located 
above the sole wall 23 of the carrier body 16, In the 60 
event that the putter is improperly swung so that 
contact with the ball is made by the leading or bottom 
edge of the impact face 36, or is simultaneously made by 
that leading edge and the sole wall 23, the golfer will 
immediately know what has occurred by the feel of 65 
such impact. 

While the principles of the invention have now been 
made clear in an illustrated embodiment, there will be 


35 


40 


immediately obvious to those skilled in the art, many 
modifications of structure, arrangements, proportions, 
the elements, materials, and components used in the 
practice of the invention, and otherwise, which are 
particularly adapted for specific environments and op- 
eration requirements without departing from those prin- 
ciples. The appended claims are therefore intended to 
cover and embrace any such modifications within the 
limits only of the true spirit and scope of the invention. 
What I claim is:: 

1. A golf club for putting comprising: 

a. an elongated carrier, body with an integral hosel 
and having parallel opposite first and second side 
surfaces extending longitudinally thereof, said car- 
rier body having a passage formed therethrough so 
as to extend between the first and second side sur- 
faces thereof with the passage of uniform cross 
section to form an identically configured opening 
in each of the first and second side surfaces; 

b. a shaft affixed on one of its ends to the hosel of said 
carrier body and extending therefrom; 

c. an insert assembly having an impact face formed 
thereon said insert assembly demountably affixed in 
the passage of said carrier body with the impact 
face thereof protruding from the passage of said 
carrier body; and 

d. said insert assembly having an exterior configura- 
tion which substantially matches the interior con- 
figuration of the passage of said carrier body so 
that said insert assembly is reversibly and invertibly 
positionable in the passage of said carrier body to 
allow optional orientation of the impact face rela- 
tive to said carrier body. 

2. A golf club for putting as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said insert assembly is demountably affixed in 
the passage of said carrier body so that the impact face 
is positioned adjacent the first side surface of said car- 
rier body. 

3. A golf club for putting as claimed in claim 1 
wherein said insert assembly is demountably affixed in 
the passage of said carrier body so that the impact face 
is positioned adjacent the second side surface of said 
carrier body. 

4. A golf club for putting as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the impact face of said insert assembly is angu- 
larly disposed and said insert assembly is demountably 
affixed in the passage of said carrier body so that the 
impact face slopes angularly upwardly from the bottom 
of said insert assembly toward said carrier body. 

5. A golf club for putting as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the impact face of said insert assembly is angu- 
larly disposed and said insert assembly is demountably 
affixed in the passage of said carrier body so that the 
impact face slopes angularly downwardly from the top 
of said insert assembly toward said carrier body. 

6. A golf club for putting comprising: 

a. an elongated carrier body having an integral hosel 
and an opposed pair of parallel side surfaces ex- 
tending longitudinally thereof, said carrier body 
having a rectangular passage extending there- 
through between the opposed side surfaces and 
forming identical openings in each of the opposed 
side surfaces of said carrier body; 

b. a shaft affixed to the hosel of said carrier body and 
extending therefrom; 

c. a striker insert of rectangular configuration option- 
ally positioned within either one of the identical 
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openings formed in the opposed side surfaces of 
said carrier body; 

d. a retainer plate of rectangular configuration posi- 
tioned within the other one of the identical open- 
ings formed in the side surfaces of said carrier 
body; 

e. at least one vertically disposed upright formed in 
the rectangular passage of said carrier body and 
integral therewith, said upright recessed from the 
identical openings formed in the opposed side sur- 
faces of said carrier body and interposed between 
said striker insert and said retainer plate; and 

f. means for demountably interconnecting said striker 
insert and said retainer plate to hold them in bear- 
ing engagement with said interposed upright 
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7. A golf club as claimed in claim 6 wherein said 
striker insert is formed with an impact face extending 
longitudinally thereof and an opposite surface in which 
a cavity is formed. 

8. A golf club as claimed in claim 7 and further com- 
prising at least one weight demountably positioned in 
the cavity formed in said striker insert. 

9. A golf club as claimed in claim 6 wherein said 
striker insert is formed with an impact face extending 
longitudinally thereof and an opposite surface, the im- 
pact face sloping angularly toward the opposite surface 
to provide said golf club with a loft. 

10. A golf club as claimed in claim 9 wherein said 

striker insert is invertibly positionable in said carrier 

body to allow inverting of the loft provided by the 

impact face of said striker insert. 

• » ♦ * • 
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